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Sbrauta and grihya rites constituted the
holy sacraments. Being the same all over
India they helped to strengthen the bond of
fellow-feeling, and to unite the Hindu people
from the Punjab to Cape Comorin, and from
Bombay to Calcutta.

A nation is made up of families,, and a code
of civic duties is the natural outcome of the
daily round of home duties. Law in India
as in every other country has grown out of
domestic customs. Grihya sutras gave rise
to dharma sutras or law compendiums. It
may interest the reader to know that marriage
within at least four degrees of descent was
prohibited in Ancient India, so that even the
line of cousins7 children had no legal title
to be joined in holy matrimony. But no
objection was raised to a Hindu marrying his
wife's sister, even as the Jewish patriarch did
not offend the Mosaic law because he wedded
Leah and Rachel, the two daughters of Laban.
Child-marriages and the burning of widows
(suttee) were not sanctioned by the dharma
sutras, but are a graft of later growth.1

1 Compulsory suttee was unknown in the Vedic age,
although there may have been devoted Hindu wives
who scorned to survive their wedded lord, and chose
voluntary death, which they believed would give them
inseparable union with the beloved.